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BLOG:  August 2023 

Becoming a Certified Master Locksmith (CML):  

Elevating Your Locksmithing Career  

 

Locksmithing is an intricate craft that requires skill, dedication, and a 

commitment to excellence. For those looking to scale the heights of this 

profession, achieving the title of Certified Master Locksmith (CML) is the 

ultimate goal. In this informative blog, we'll delve into what it takes to 

become a CML, the steps involved, and the journey towards mastering the 

art and science of locksmithing. 

Plus, we will share how attending classes at the upcoming Yankee Security 

Convention can serve as a launch pad for certification. Read on!  
 

What is a Certified Master Locksmith (CML)? 

The Certified Master Locksmith (CML) designation is the 

pinnacle of locksmith certification, reflecting a locksmith's 

advanced knowledge, expertise, and proficiency in many 

aspects of the field. This certification is conferred by the ALOA 

Security Professionals Association, Inc., an esteemed 

organization that sets industry standards and promotes 

excellence within the locksmithing community. 

 

The Path to Becoming a CML: ALOA Testing  

The journey to become a Certified Master Locksmith includes 

rigorous testing and comprehensive evaluation. ALOA offers 

specialized certification exams that cover a broad spectrum of 

https://aloa.org/index.html
https://aloa.org/index.html
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locksmithing subjects. The exams are designed to assess a locksmith's skills, knowledge, and 

capabilities across various domains, including key cutting, lock installation, security systems, and 

more. Click here for more information on how you can sit for the ALOA PRP test at the upcoming 

Yankee Security Convention.  

 

Steps to Achieving CML Status 

1. ALOA Membership: Becoming a member of ALOA is the first step. ALOA provides invaluable 

resources, training opportunities, and networking connections that can enhance your locksmithing 

journey.  You must be an ALOA member to take the PRP exams. 

2. Experience and Education:  Your work experience will help you gain knowledge in many of the PRP 

sections.  Attending local locksmith association meetings, participating in distributor educational 

sessions, reading trade journals, studying product catalogs, and taking locksmith industry classes will 

all be beneficial in gaining the knowledge you need to conquer the tests. 

3. Exam Preparation: ALOA's PRP exams cover a wide range of topics. To succeed, thorough 

preparation is essential. Study the recommended materials, review locksmithing principles, take the 

PRP Practice Test, and attend workshops and training sessions to hone your skills.  

Consider attending the upcoming Yankee Security Convention in October where you can take classes 

and training sessions covering the four main areas of the industry including automotive, safes, basic 

mechanics, and access control. Click here to register today! 

4. Taking the Exam: The PRP exams are comprehensive and challenging. Passing the tests is a 

testament to your proficiency in locksmithing, covering both theory and practical applications.   You 

will need to attend at least 3 testing sessions as you move up the ladder from CRL to CPL to CML. 

• Candidates must first pass the mandatory section of the PRP exam which covers 10 basic 

topics. and pass the exam for 2 elective topics.  Once this is achieved the candidate has 

earned the CRL (Certified Registered Locksmith) designation. 

• Candidates must then pass the exams for an additional 12 elective topics.  Once this is 

achieved the candidate has earned the CPL (Certified Professional Locksmith) designation.  

• Candidates must then pass the exams for an additional 9 electives.  This is the final hurdle in 

become an ALOA Certified CML (Certified Master Locksmith). 

 

https://yankeesecurity.org/education/
https://events.american-tradeshow.com/ysc2023
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5. Passing the Exam: Upon successfully completing the requirements, you have earned the 

prestigious CML designation. This achievement demonstrates your commitment to excellence and 

your ability to perform at the highest level of locksmithing. 

 

Benefits of Being a CML 

Becoming a Certified Master Locksmith offers many benefits: 

Expert Recognition: The CML designation is a testament to your expertise and dedication in 

locksmithing. 

Enhanced Skills: Preparing for the exam pushes you to expand your knowledge and skills, making you 

a more proficient locksmith. 

Career Advancement: A CML designation can open doors to new opportunities and career growth 

within the locksmithing industry. 

 

In conclusion, achieving the Certified Master Locksmith (CML) designation is a significant milestone 

for any locksmith looking to excel in their craft. With ALOA's rigorous testing, dedication to 

continuous learning, and a commitment to excellence, you can join the ranks of locksmithing experts 

who have achieved the highest level of certification. Embark on this journey, elevate your skills, and 

become a true master of locksmithing art and science. 

 

*** 

This October, ALOA PRP Testing will be offered at the upcoming Yankee Security Convention.  To 

register, click here, to find out more about the show, click here, or to inquire about exhibiting at the 

show click here.  

To find out general information about the Yankee Security Convention visit www.yankeesecurity.org.  

Show dates for attendees and exhibitors for the Yankee Security Convention are October 25 – 29, 

2023 at the MassMutual Center in Springfield, MA. 

https://events.american-tradeshow.com/ysc2023
https://www.yankeesecurity.org/
https://yankeesecurity.org/trade-show/
http://www.yankeesecurity.org/

